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Minutes of the meeting of the Policy Committee, held at Craven College, Ingleborough building, Gargrave Road, Skipton on 
Thursday 24th September 2026 at 6.30 pm

Those Present.
Chairman:	Councillor R Heseltine
Councillor B McDaid, Councillor C Harbron, Councillor P Madeley & Councillor C Nash.
Officers: 
Mrs L Close (Chief Officer) / Mrs J Dean (Deputy Clerk) 

2627/017   ITEM 1 – Welcome and Chairman's remarks
Councillor R Heseltine welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them 
for attending

2627/018   ITEM 2 – Apologies for Absence
Councillor Pickard, Feather & Morton all had prior engagements, and the Chair 
Confirmed these reasons were accepted. 	

2627/019   ITEM 3 – Disclosures of Interest
None submitted.

2627/020	ITEM 4 – Dispensations
None requested.

2627/021	ITEM 5 – Representations from the public
None present. 

2627/022	ITEM 6 – Minutes
Proposed by Councillor P Madeley, seconded by Councillor B McDaid and resolved in favour that the minutes of the meetings held on the 6th August and the 15th July are a true and accurate record of the decisions made at the meeting. 

2627/023	ITEM 7 – Actions update
Committee received and noted the following updates from actions at the last meeting;
• Devolution Opportunities- On Full Council Agenda 16th September, and in response to Cllr Heseltine's request for information on what has been achieved through devolution at parish and town councils, please see the attached presentation from Claire Wilson, NYC Parish Liaison, Devolution & Community Rights Manager. Appendix 3 
• Councillor Heseltine stated that members should advise of non pecuniary interests as well as pecuniary interests, and the wording on the agenda could be changed to state this. See item 3. 

2627/024	ITEM 8 – Local Statistics
Councillor McDaid advised that this was a large piece of work involving statistics and using resources and that the report is not yet completed, but he would send it to committee within the week. 
Discussions were then held regarding employment, housing and a connected and sustainable town. Discussions then moved on to Selrap and the Chair asked the Chief Officer to send a letter to Selrap from the policy committee to thank them for the work and progress they have made and that the committee has strong support for them. 

2627/025	ITEM 9 – Policy Working group
Dates for the working group would be set up for an evening meeting in January, and the whole policy committee would be invited. 

2627/026	ITEM 10 – Pavement Gritting and removal of Snow.
A report from the Chief Officer was received. It was advised that Cllr P Madeley was presenting to the PSC Committee a proposal for a road sweeper which could potentially be used for gritting. If the proposal was accepted at this Committee, then it would be on the Full Council agenda and subsequently put forward for budget considerations. 
Councillor Nash advised that Knaresborough has one that is used by volunteers and the Chief Officer would contact them to enquire. 


2627/027	ITEM 11 – Reasonable adjustments policy
Proposed by Councillor P Madeley, seconded by Councillor C Harbron and resolved in favour to recommend the Reasonable Adjustments Policy to Full Council for adoption. 

2627/028	ITEM 12 – Member attendance policy
Councillor Nash advised that the meeting dates were not circulated until May and used to be circulated in February. The Chief Officer confirmed that meeting dates were part of the requirements in Standing Orders for the May meeting, but they can be sent in draft before if helpful, and that the only meeting that was not quorate last year was the Audit, Scrutiny and Planning Committee. The Chief Officer would monitor attendance and bring back to the January meeting. 

2627/029	ITEM 13 – Substitutions on Committees
It was confirmed that substitutions were not permitted, as confirmed in the terms of reference for each committee. 




2627/030	ITEM 14 – Notification of business for a future agenda

With no further business transacted, the meeting closed at 19.27pm

The next meeting of the Policy Committee is on 28th January 2027.
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