
 

Community Safety Working Group 10:00am 21st October 2025 

Meeting held Skipton BID Office, above Oxfam Book Shop on the High Street 

In attendance: Councillor Lewis Morgan (Chair), Councillors Winston Feather Skipton Town 
Council , Insp Paul Crabtree & PC Raheel Akram North Yorkshire Police, Ed Horner Skipton BID, 
Stacey Reffin Community Safety Officer NYC, Louise Close Chief Officer Skipton Town Council, 
Jenny Dean Deputy Clerk Skipton Town Council, Amy Robinson Craven Community Hub Ltd, Cllr 
Andy Solloway North Yorkshire Council, Dan Thomas Youth Voice Creative Engagement Officer, 
Gary Atkins Workplace Operations Manager 

1. Chair's Welcome 

Councillor Morgan welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

2. Introductions and apologies 

Introductions were made. Apologies were received from Sarah Howsen, David Noland, Adam 
Jackson, Kirsty Melline, Claire Nash and Stephanie Hawksworth 

3. Minutes from the last meeting held on the 17th June 2025 

The minutes were agreed as an accurate record of the meeting. 

        4. CCTV at the Bus Station 

Stacey gave an update on the history of the issue of the CCTV in the bus station and update the 
group on the current situation there. Young people are gathering in the bus station, some from 
Skipton but a significant proportion of them are from Barnoldswick. They are causing a nuisance 
by doing things such as throwing items at the buses, and also throwing water filled condoms at 
people, however recorded crime has not gone up. 

Stacey has been liaising with Mary Welch the Public Transport Officer, who reported that some 
buses are now not dropping off at the bus station but are dropping passengers on Keighley 
Road. The Police have spent more than 7hrs dedicated to the Bus Station since the start of the 
month. Stacey is investigating who actually owns the shelters at the bus station. 

Jenny updated the group on a recent meeting with Connexin, that took place following the quote 
they originally gave for the cameras increasingly significantly beyond the funds that are 
available. Their proposed solution was to move a camera from a different location, which 
requires additional infrastructure being placed on lamp posts by Oxfam/Card Factory for which 
NYC would need to give person due and the increased weight may be an issue. 

Inspector Crabtree felt that installation of cameras in the bus station, if they were to be on the 
lamp posts, would not be sufficient and that the CCTV system in Skipton is not sufficient. Due to 
the height of the cameras, individuals can not be identified from the footage. Lower down 
cameras would be more beneficial as a tool for crime detection. From his point of view the 
cameras in the bus station should not be pursued in their current form. 



Various options were discussed. It was agreed that Stacey would find out who was leading on 
the work NYC are doing to look at CCTV across the County, so that they can be approached to 
ask why NYC do not fund CCTV in Skipton, when they do in other comparative Towns, and what 
their justification is for continuing to not fund CCTV. 

Stacey will also find out who owns which areas in the Bus Station so that signs stating ‘CCTV 
may be in operation’ can be explored as a deterrent. 

       5. Police 

The Police gave an update on new staff who will be starting in 2026. By Summer 2026 officers, 
and new PCSO’s will be in place. There will be 3 additional PC’s, 3 PCSO’S and 2 Public Safety 
Officers. 

From the 17th June to date there have been 352 crimes, which is 12% down on the same period 
last year. There have been 34 incidents of shoplifting, with a 50% detection rate which is a high 
rate for detections. 

There was a discussion about burglaries and the importance of residents securing their homes, 
sheds and gardens to deter opportunistic burglaries. 

Cllr Feather asked if there is a significant drug issue in the Town. It was felt that currently there 
was no significant concerns regarding dugs. 

Overall the Insp Crabtree had no concerns about particular spikes or trends in crime emerging. 

The Police are also continuing to work with Trading Standards on the sale of illegal vapes. 

Councillor Solloway said that it had been mentioned to him, and others in the group agreed, 
that they had seen a greater Police presence in the Town in recent weeks which was welcomed 
by residents 

       6. Youth Provision 

Kirsty Mellin, had had to give apologies today and an update on the Youth Club would be 
provided at the next meeting. 

       7. Update from the Youth Council campaigns 

Dan gave an update on Youth Council, Noah Garbutt is now the Chair. They are working on what 
their campaigns will be and will choose 3-4 topics. They want to build on their links with 
community groups and organisations. They are also working with Ripon Youth Council, and are 
aiming to have a member of Youth Parliament. There is an open invite for anyone to attend their 
meetings. 

Cllr Feather suggested that they may want to get in touch with Holy Trinity Church, who are keen 
for their space to be used for a variety of activities including exhibitions. 

It was noted that there are 1000’s of young people in Skipton and the surrounding area that are 
involved in positive activities, and that it is only a small minority that cause issues. 

8. Open Discussion 

With nothing else raised the meeting closed. Next meeting TBC. 


