
Skipton Middletown Allotment Association Meeting 30/04/26 

 

1) we have the application form to register as an asset of community value, and we need 21 
signatures from plot holders. We're unsure of they all must be SMAA members - does STC 
know anything about this. If needed, would it be possible for STC to circulate an email to 
plot holders? 

I would have thought that any users of the land would be able to sign the application. I would be 
more than happy to circulate an email regarding this if you can let me know more details of 
when and where they can sign this. This can be done at the SMAA hub on Saturdays between 
10:30m – 11:30am.  Richard will let me know when he is ready to receive signatures and I will 
notify all allotment tenants. 

2)Derek is now in touch with the rat man. Has there been any feedback from the rat man 
about progress at the plots to tackle the rats? 

That’s great news. We haven’t received any updates, but we also haven’t had as many 
complaints from residents about pests as we have previously at this time of year. 

3) people are telling us they are concerned about loose hens and the damage they are 
doing to people's plots - is there anything more that can be done 

 I can send an email reminding tenants to keep their livestock enclosures and allotment 
parameters secure. 

4) We've been asked how problems between neighbours are resolved.  SMAA aren't 
involved and it's not in our constitution to get involved in disputes, but we wondered if 
there's a policy or approach which we can pass on to our members for future reference.  

This would depend on what the issue would be.  If a tenant is breaching any clauses within their 
tenancy agreement, we can follow our procedures to manage this. Other such matters would 
have to be resolved between the parties themselves, or if necessary, with assistance from the 
police. 

5) planning for another skip day & is it an option.  

At present, we have been asked to explore the installation of a new path along part of the 
allotments to improve disability access to community group plots. While funding applications 
are underway, there is no certainty regarding whether funding will be secured or if it will cover 
the full cost of the project. 

Given this, it is important that the current S106 funds remain reserved as a priority for this 
purpose. 

However, if SMAA would like to fund a skip day independently, we would be very happy to 
support this by helping to organise skip hire and notifying tenants accordingly. 

6) We're interested in knowing who owns the woodland area in the allotments which is 
fenced off.  



The woodland is also the land of STC, this is known as MT Copse. This has now been let out to 
Incredible Edibles who will be running complimentary children’s forest school sessions from 
this area. 

 

7) We appreciate the £5 reduction for anyone with a fixed water butt and the emails you've 
sent out to remind people about the care of animals on the allotments.  

Thank you for your feedback. 

 

Proposed date for next meeting: Thursday 10th September at 11am. 

 


