
Don’t let your recycling 
go to waste!

What happens to your recycling?
All the recycling is kept separate from the rubbish we collect. 
We really want to keep recycling as clean and dry as possible 
to make sure it can be recycled.

Recycling is 
collected at the 

kerbside and taken 
to your local waste 

transfer stationWhere
does your
recycling

go?

It is separated 
and then taken 

to diff erent 
reprocessing plants

These 
reprocessing 
plants create 

new items 
for us to buy

Recyclable items 
from your home 
go into your blue 

wheelie bin

For more information see
northyorks.gov.uk/WhatHappensToRecyclingWaste

03/26 798522081

Keep recycling loose (not bagged), clean and
dry



What you can recycle at the kerbside
You can only recycle the items listed below at the kerbside

What can be recycled elsewhere?
•	Vapes, batteries and electricals must not be put in your 

recycling or rubbish bins. They can be taken to household 
waste recycling centres.

• Plastic bags, soft plastics and crisp packets can be taken to 
most supermarkets where collection points are available.

•	Clothing and textiles can be donated to charity shops or 
placed in clothing banks.

What should I do with items that can’t be recycled?
Most other items that cannot go in your recycling bin can be 
placed in your rubbish bin or taken to your local household 
waste recycling centre northyorks.gov.uk/hwrc

Don’t be a wishcycler – if in doubt keep it out
We’re unable to accept:

cardboard

newspapers 
& magazines

•	All plastic bottles including trigger sprays, 
pump action soaps, detergent bottles.

•	Yogurt pots, margarine tubs, icecream 
tubs etc 

•	Ready meal trays etc providing they’re 
not black

All paper – shredded paper should be 
contained in a cardboard box

X	Takeaway pizza boxes

X	Black sacks, plastic bin 
bags or carrier bags – 
unless you have been 
provided with clear sacks 
by the council.

X	Black plastic food trays

X	Clothing and textiles

X	Packaging wrap, eg crisp 
packets, biscuit and sweet 
wrappers

X	Cling film and bubble wrap

X	Electrical Items

X	Rigid plastic such as 
Tupperware boxes, childrens 
toys, washing up bowls

X	Food waste

X	Pyrex, drinking glasses, 
window glass

X	Vapes

X	Batteries, lightbulbs, DIY 
products

X	Nappies and sanitary products

To find out more about what you can recycle at home 
visit northyorks.gov.uk/what-goes-in-your-bin

Top Tips
n	 Recyclables must be put in the bin loose - DO NOT bag
n	 Clean and dry your glass, cans, tins, plastic bottles, 

trays and tubs
n	 Squash your plastic bottles to save space


